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ABSTRACT: The present paper attempts to identify and explain the existing spatial pattern in the 
distribution of the scheduled caste and scheduled tribe population in Rajasthan. It is a geographical 
investigation into their concentration and relative strength and rural-urban composition in different parts of 
Rajasthan. The detailed statistics of individual scheduled caste or scheduled tribe are not available in the 
census. Hence, this is a composite study of all the scheduled caste and tribe as recorded by the 2011 census. 
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INRODUCTIONOur social organization is 
composed of various social groups among which 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes constitute a 
considerable portion. Historically, these groups had 
been exploited for menial and manual jobs. The 
scheduled caste people are much discriminated as 
compared to scheduled tribe population in India. 
While scheduled caste population belongs to the 
lowest hierarchy of social order, the scheduled 
tribes have for the most part been socially 
distanced and living outside the mainstream of 
Hindu society.The philosophy of caste is contained 
in a sacred Hindu text, the Manusmiriti. The caste 
system in the Indian society seems to have 
originated around two thousand years ago. Under 
this system people were categorized by their 
occupation into four classes viz. Brahmin (the 
priest), Kshatriya (warrior), and Vaisya (farmer, 
traders and artisian). With their further sub-
divisions the ‘Shudras’ consisted of the lower 
castes that were placed at the bottom of the social 
hierarchy.Ever since Manu introduced his 
‘division’ based on occupation, he termed the 
scheduled caste people as ‘Sudras’. Moreover, 
several social, economic and political restrictions 
were imposed on them. They were confined to 
menial “polluting” tasks such as slaughtering 
animals and leatherwork. Throughout centuries, 
they were exploited for menial and manual jobs, by 
which they have suffered social and economic 
inequality. They had to stay outside the village. 
The concept of pollution was attached to them and 
they were treated as untouchable castes. Although 
originally caste depended upon a person’s work, it 
soon became hereditary. Each person was born into 
an unalterable social status.The term, “tribe” 
originated around the time of the Greek city-states 
and the early formation of the Roman Empire. The 
Latin term, “tribus” has since been transformed to 
mean, “a group of person forming a community 
and claiming descent from a common ancestor”. 
(Fried,1975,p.7) The Scheduled Tribes in India, 
also referred to as Adivasis, are spread across the 
central, northeast, and southern regions of India. 
These various tribes resided in India long before 
the Aryans had arrived roughly in 1500 B.C. The 
tribes were however socially and geographically 
isolated. Scheduled tribes belong to the chunk of 
population which is generally perceived as socially 
deprived. (Raza,1990,p.282) Indian scheduled 
tribes form the group of tribal communities and 
were given the name scheduled tribes during the 
post- Independence period, under the rule of Indian 
Constitution. The primary criterion adopted for 
delimiting Indian backward communities as 
scheduled tribes includes traditional occupation of 
a definitive geographical area of characteristic 
culture that includes a whole range of tribal modes 
of life, i.e., language, customs, traditions, religious 
beliefs, arts and crafts, etc., and lack of educational 
and economic development.  
The Simon commission in 1935 first coined the 
term ‘scheduled castes’. All the untouchable castes, 
which are listed in 1935 census of India, came to be 
known as the ‘scheduled castes’ through the 
government of India Act of 1935. In the mean time, 
the government published a list of scheduled castes 
under the government of India (scheduled castes) 
order,1936. (Jadhav,1982,p2) 
After independence, the constituent assembly 
continued the prevailing definition of scheduled 
castes and tribes, and gave (articles 341,342) the 
President of India and governors of states 
responsibility to compile a full listing of castes and 
tribes, and also power to edit it later as required. 
The actual complete listing of castes and tribes was 
made via two orders: the constitution (scheduled 
castes) order; 1950, and the constitution (scheduled 
tribes) order, 1950 respectively. The constitution 
makes various special provisions for the protection 
of the interests of the scheduled castes and 
scheduled tribes. Thus, measure for the 
advancement of the scheduled castes and scheduled 
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tribes are exempted [Art15 (4)] from the general 
ban against discrimination on the ground of race, 
caste and the like contained in Art.15. It means that 
if special provisions are made by the state in favour 
of the members of these castes and tribes, other 
citizens shall not be entitled to impeach the validity 
of such provisions on the ground that such 
provisions are discriminatory against them. ( Basu, 
2004, p.393). 
In India, scheduled population (SC+ST)  is 
unevenly distributed in the spatial context. The 
population distribution of scheduled tribes is 
clearly different from that of scheduled castes. 
Scheduled castes population not confined to 
specific area; rather they are distributed all over in 
the country. Scheduled Castes population show a 
very high concentration in the fertile Indo-Gangetic 
plain and the coastal plains where they work as 
agricultural labours. In the other hand, Scheduled 
Tribes have a tendency to concentrate in remote 
and less hospitable area. According to the Census 
2011, the Scheduled Population (SC+ST) of India 
was 305.9 million accounting for 25.28 per cent of 
the total population, while that of the Scheduled 
Caste population was 16.64 per cent and the 
Scheduled Tribes population was 8.64 per cent. In 
other words, every fourth person in the country 
belongs either to a Scheduled Caste or to 
Scheduled Tribes. 
Table: 1 
India: Scheduled Population as per cent to Total Population, 2011 
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In terms of the per cent of Scheduled Caste 
population to total population, Punjab with 31.94 
per cent tops in the rank followed by Himachal 
Pradesh 25.19 per cent, West Bengal 23.51 per 
cent, Uttar Pradesh 20.70 per cent and Haryana 
with 20.17 per cent. The per cent distribution of 
Scheduled caste population to total population in 
India in 2011 explains that Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana 
are among the top five states in India, The range of 
Scheduled Caste’s total population is 20-32 per 
cent in these states. The bottom five states/UTs by 
per cent of Scheduled Caste Population are Goa 
1.74 per cent, Meghalaya 0.58 per cent, Mizoram 
0.11 per cent, Daman and Diu 2.52 per cent and 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli 1.80 per cent. With a few 
exceptions (leaving Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, 
Andaman and Nicobar Island and Lakshadweep), 
scheduled caste population was residing in all the 
states and Union Territories of India.  
In comparison in the tribal population, dominated 
states/UTs in India are Lakshadweep 94.80 per 
cent, Mizoram 94.43 per cent, Nagaland 86.48 per 
cent, Meghalaya 86.15 per cent Arunachal Pradesh 
68.80 per cent etc. In these five states/UTs of India 
Scheduled Tribe, population constitutes more than 
60 per cent of the total Scheduled Tribe population 
of respective states. The bottom five states by per 
cent of Scheduled Tribes Populations are 
Uttarakhand 2.89 per cent, Kerala 1.45 per cent, 
Bihar 1.28 per cent, Tamil Nadu 1.10 per cent and 
Uttar Pradesh 0.57 per cent. The Population of 
Scheduled Tribes in these states is less than 3 per 
cent. The per cent of the Scheduled caste 
population is low in the areas of Scheduled Tribes, 
Muslims and Christians dominate regions. The 
north-eastern states of India, except Tripura have a 
very low per cent of the scheduled Caste 
population. Similarly, the per cent of Scheduled 
Caste population is low where the Muslim and 
Christian population is high. Another important 
feature about the spatial distribution of the 
Scheduled Tribes is that they are mainly 
concentrated in the rural areas. (Table-1) 
Objectives, Data Source and Methodology  
The main objectives of the study are:  
 To describe, analyze and interpret the 
spatial pattern of scheduled Caste and 
scheduled tribe population of Rajasthan.  
 To examine the rural- urban differences in 
distribution of scheduled caste and 
scheduled tribe population in the state.   
To achieve the above stated objectives the tehsil 
has been considered to the most appropriate unit of 
study, for which data are available. This study 
primarily based on secondary source of data, which 
obtained in the form of Primary Census Abstract 
Total for Rajasthan, 2011 from census of India. 
The quantitative techniques have been used in the 
present study to understand the pattern of 
Scheduled Caste and scheduled Tribe population. 
For this purpose, the census data has been 
tabulated, calculated to derive representative 
figures, averages and percentages. tehsil-wise 
spatial pattern of two social group population have 
been depicted on maps by using the choropleth 
technique with the help of Arc GIS 9.3 software. 
The focus of the study is in the explanations 
regarding the pattern that emerged from the maps.  
The Areal Pattern of Scheduled Caste 
Population Distribution 
According to 2011 census, Rajasthan is inhabited 
by scheduled caste 12221593 persons, made up of 
6355564 male and 5866029 females. The 
scheduled caste population supports only 17.83 per 
cent of the total population. The scheduled caste 
population in Rajasthan is not evenly distributed 
throughout the state because the geographical 
conditions have cumulative effects on the 
distribution of population.  The Areal Pattern of 
Scheduled Caste Population of the total population 
in the year 2011 is based on what has emerged on a 
choropleth map 1. made from tehsil wise data for 
2011. The distribution pattern of scheduled caste 
population at   tehsil level reveals a diverse pattern. 
Three types of areas are clearly identifiable: 
Areas of High Scheduled Caste Proportion 
  (More than 20 per cent of S.C. to total Population) 
There is a wide range in the proportion of the 
scheduled caste population in this category, and 
since each part of the range has characteristic areal 
association, this category may be further splits into 
two sub-categories for better understanding of the 
areal pattern: 
A) Areas with more than 25 per cent of the 
scheduled caste population, and  
B) Areas with their proportion ranging 
between 20 – 25 per cent 
 
In the first sub- category (more than 25 per cent), 
following regions are included: 
i. Arid regions comprising tehsils poogal, 
Kolayat, Khajuwala and  chhatargarh of 
Bikaner district. 
ii.  North area including tehsils of 
Ganganager, Sadulshar, Padampur, 
Raisinghnager, Anupgarh, Garsana, 
Vijainagar and Suratgarh, tehsils of 
district Hanumangarh viz. Sangaria, Tibi, 
Hanumangarh, Pilibanga and Rawatsar. 
iii. Eastern part of the state comprising tehsils 
of Bharatpur district namely Nadbai, 
Weir, Bayana and Ruphas. 
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In the district of Bikaner, Ganganagar and 
Hanumangarh together constitute major areas of 
Rajasthan having relatively high proportion of 
scheduled caste population. In these districts of 
Rajasthan where land holding are very large, 
agriculture is dependent upon irrigation and of a 
highly commercial nature the farm labourer’s 
account for a large section of working population 
in agriculture. 
In the second sub category (proportion ranging 
between 20-25 per cent) are the areas that lie in 
close proximity to those in the first sub category. 
Out of 244 tehsils, 71 tehsils fall under this 
category. These tehsils fall in the districts of 
Churu, Nagur, Dausa, Tonk, Karauli, Dhaulpur, 
Baran and Kota. 
Areas of Low Scheduled Caste Proportion 
(Less than 15 per cent of S.C. to total Population) 
With less than 15 per cent of the total population 
classed as scheduled caste population, these areas 
covers 62 tehsils. These tehsils fall in the districts 
of Bhilwara, Rajsamand, Udaipur, Dungarpur and 
Banswara. In these areas, the tribal population is 
higher than scheduled caste population. In the 
entire South region of Rajasthan which is sparsely 
populated and where the population is 
overwhelmingly tribal, there are low percentage of 
scheduled caste person which are associated with 
sparse population due to predominance of tribal 
population and poor resource base of the area 
resulting in an out migration of these people. 
 
 
Fig. 1 
 
 
  Areas of Moderate Scheduled Caste Proportion 
(15-20 per cent of S.C. to total Population) 
Areas of the total population classed as scheduled 
caste population (covering 82 tehsils) constitute 
this middle category. The state average falls in this 
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category, which is higher than national average. In 
many districts of Rajasthan viz. Jaisalmer, 
Jodhpur, Pali, Jaipur, Alwer, Bundi, and Kota that 
were erstwhile the parts of princely states, the 
proportion of scheduled caste population is 
moderately high, ranging between 15-20 per cent. 
Besides, among other factors castes were used for 
rendering miscellaneous services required by the 
ruling princes. 
The Urban - Rural Differential in Distribution 
of Scheduled Caste Population  
The scheduled caste people however do not 
maintain the similar proportion of total population 
in towns and villages. The difference between rural 
and urban scheduled population distribution are 
easily noticeable because there is slight gap. While 
18.51 per cent of the scheduled caste population 
reside in rural area, while corresponding in the 
urban areas is only 15.74 per cent. Rural scheduled 
caste population are very high in Karanpur (51.54 
per cent) tehsil of Ganganagar district and 
relatively low percentage in Kotra Tehsil (0.74 per 
cent) of Udaipur district. The Urban scheduled 
caste population is very high in Hindoli (46.79 per 
cent) tehsil of Bundi and very low percentage in 
Rishabhdeo (6.01 Per cent) tehsil of Udaipr district 
and 62 tehsils of the state there is no scheduled 
caste population reside in the urban area. The 
scheduled caste population spread over entire parts 
of the state, but relatively high concentration have 
observed in the Northern parts and very low 
concentration in Southern parts. From East to West 
the scheduled caste population is moderate. There 
are  68 tehsils in Rajasthan which have scheduled 
caste urban population proportion more than rural 
areas, due to which many scheduled caste females 
do find employment in domestic activities in urban 
areas while there is much less to hold them back in 
the villages. This is particularly so since the 
scheduled caste generally do not have any landed 
property in the countryside. Scheduled caste 
population is least urban areas than rural because in 
towns and cities there is higher cost of living, more 
employment opportunities available for male than 
females, acute shortage of housing etc. the higher 
cost of  living and lack of housing facilities are 
serious deterrents to family migration to large 
cities. The above observation is with regard to 
rural-urban differences of scheduled caste 
population in Rajasthan. 
The Areal Pattern of Scheduled Tribe 
Population Distribution 
According to 2011 census, Rajasthan is inhabited 
by scheduled tribe with 9238534 person 
comprising of 4742943 males and 4495591 females 
the scheduled tribe population have 13.48 per cent 
of the total population. The scheduled tribe 
population in Rajasthan is not evenly distributed 
throughout the state because the geographical 
conditions have cumulative effects on the 
distribution of population. The distribution pattern 
of scheduled tribe population at tehsil level reveals 
a diverse pattern. The three types of areas are 
clearly identifiable. 
Areas of High Scheduled Tribe Proportion 
  (More than 20 per cent of S.T. to total Population) 
There is a wide range in the percentage of 
proportion of the scheduled tribe population. This 
category further divided into two subcategories for 
the sack of better understanding of the problem: 
i. Areas with more than 30 per cent of the 
total population classed on scheduled tribe 
population, and 
ii. Areas having 20 – 30 per cent of 
scheduled tribe population. 
In the first sub- category, the scheduled area 
included Dungarpur, Banswara and the Pratapgarh 
tehsil of Chitaurgarh district. The area heavily 
concentrated with tribal population comprises 
tehsils o Kotra (92.82 per cent), Lasadiya (88.17), 
Rishabhdeo (84.18), Jhadol (75.78 per cent), 
Kherwara (73.26 percent), Sarada (63.65 per cent) , 
Salumbar (53.34 per cent),  Gogunda (49.88 per 
cent) tehsils of Udaipur district. The tehsil 
peepalkhoont (93.33 per cent), Dhariwad (78.74 
per cent), Arnod (67.32 per cent), Pratapgarh 
(45.06 per cent) and   Chotti Sadri (37.36 per cent) 
of  Pratapgarh district, Kushalgarh (90.36 per 
cent), Bagidora (85.32 per cent), Ghatol (80.57 per 
cent), Banswara ( 66.94 per cent) and Garhi ( 57.93 
per cent) tehsil of Banswara districts, Simalwara ( 
84.78 per cent) and Aspur ( 53.11 per cent) of 
Dungarpur district, Abu Road ( 50.96 per cent) and 
Pindwara ( 41.85 per cent) of Sirohi District, 
Shahbad (38.58 per cent) and Kishanganj ( 36.15 
per cent) of Baran District and Sapotra ( 37.82 per 
cent), Mandarail ( 34.21 per cent) and Todabhim ( 
32.35 per cent) tehsils of Karauli district etc. The 
tribal population in Rajasthan is concentrated in 
belts running from Sirohi through the Udaipur, 
Dungarpur, Chittaurgarh and Banswara districts 
to the Bundi, Kota, Sawai Madhopur, Tonk and 
Jaipur districts. 
In the eastern part of the state comprising in the 
second sub category (ranging between 20 – 30 per 
cent) are the areas, which lie, in close proximity to 
moderate category. These are having scheduled 
tribe population Dausa (27.10 per cent), Sikrai 
(24.21 per cent) and mahwa (22.55 per cent) tehsils 
of Dausa district, Indragarh (24.19 per cent), 
Nainwa (21.24 per cent) and Keshoraipatan (21.14 
per cent) tehsil of Bundi district, Chhipabarod 
(25.21 per cent), Mangroland (22.14 per cent), 
tehsils of Baran district, Bali (27.89 per cent), 
tehsil of Pali district and Chaksu (21.35 per cent) 
tehsil of Jaipur district. 
The Bhil are not gypsies and they reside in the 
south-western part of Rajasthan is mountainous, 
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embracing the wildest area of the Aravalies. The 
Bhil live in pals or cluster of detached huts among 
the hills, each hut standing on a small mound in the 
midst of its path of cultivated land. The settlement 
or pal is divided into a number of paras or phalas 
which afford cover and protection in case of attack. 
A cluster of huts within a single enclosure forms a 
typical Bhil habitation in Rajasthan. 
Areas of Low Scheduled Tribe Proportion 
  (Less than 10 per cent of S.T. to total Population) 
With less than 10 percent of the total population 
classed as scheduled tribe population, these areas 
cover 148 tehsils. These tehsils fall in the district of 
Ganganagar, Hanumangarh, Rajasmand, 
Bhilwara, Jhalwar, Chitturgarh, Daulpur, Sirohi, 
Baran, Siker, Kota, Sawai Madhopur, Bikanagar, 
Churu, Jhunjhunun, Nagaur, Jaipur, Alwar, 
Bharatpur, Ajmer, Tonk, Pali, Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, 
Barmer and Jalor. In these areas general and 
scheduled caste, population is high rather than 
scheduled tribe population. The entire northern, 
central and northwest regions of Rajasthan are 
sparsely populated and here the scheduled tribe 
population  
 
 
Fig. 2 
Areas of Moderate Scheduled Tribe Proportion 
  (10-20 per cent of S.T. to total Population) 
Areas with 10 to 20 per cent of the total population 
classed as scheduled tribe population (covering 33 
tehsils) constitute this middle category. The state 
average (13.48 per cent) falls in this category, 
which is higher than national average (8.64 per 
cent). These tehsils having  tribal population are 
Baswa (19.76 per cent) of Dasua district Deoli 
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(19.9 per cent), Niwai (15.9 per cent) of Tonk 
district, Hindoli (18.51 per cent) of Bundi district, 
Chhabra (19.66 per cent), Atru (18.56 per cent) and 
Baran (12.28 per cent) of Baran district, Thanagazi 
(19.13 per cent), Kathumar (11.83 percent) and  
Lachamangarh (11.31 per cent) of Alwar district, 
Manohar (18.1 per cent) of Jhalawar district, 
Vallabnagar (18.86 per cent) of Udaipur district, 
Raniwara (15.44 per cent), Ahore (12.80 per cent), 
Bhinmal (12.49 per cent) and Jalor (11.35 per cent) 
of Jalor district and Dhungla (14.70 per cent), 
Kapasan (11.45 per cent) and Nimbehra (11.71 per 
cent) of Chittaurgarh district. Digod (17.97 per 
cent), and Sangod (10.1 per cent) of Kota district 
etc. the Meenas were settled in the villages of 
Jaipur, Sawai Madhopur and Tonk district. The 
Meenas who constitute almost half of the tribal 
population used to live on rocky elevation or in 
thick forests and their settlements were called 
Mewasas. The cluster of their houses and also 
called a pal and was named after the gotra to which 
most of the inhabitants belonged. The Meenas are 
mostly agriculturists. Other scheduled tribes are 
Garasisas and the Saharias. The Garasias are 
concentrated in Pali and Sirohi district, while the 
Sahrias are limited to a pocket of two tehsils in the 
Kota district 
Rural – Urban Differential in Distribution of 
Scheduled Tribe Population 
 Out of 68.54 million population of Rajasthan, 
tribal population comprise of 92.38 lakh which is 
13.48 per cent of the total population of which 
16.88 per cent resides in rural areas and remaining 
3.20 per cent resided in urban areas. In the Kotra 
tehsil of Udaipur district having total rural 
scheduled tribe to the total rural population is 95.82 
per cent which is highest in Rajasthan. Contrary to 
this on the other side there are 59 tehsils in the state 
have registered below 0.1 per cent of Scheduled 
tribe population. If we study the same thing in 
urban areas then it is clearly indicated by the study 
that Hindoli tehsil of Bundi has the highest 
percentage of total urban scheduled tribe 
population to the total urban population which was 
28.48 per cent, highest in Rajasthan, contrary to 45 
tehsils with 0.1 per cent have the lowest percentage 
in Rajasthan. The percentage of scheduled tribe 
rural population in north and central Rajasthan is 
less than five per cent and is lowest among other 
parts of the state. 
Besides this a few tehsils of Barmer and Jalor in 
western Rajasthan and in eastern Rajasthan a few 
tehsils of Alwar, Dhaulpur and Bharatpur also 
have less than five per cent rural scheduled tribe 
population. Contrary to this in the eastern and 
extreme south of Rajasthan has a high percentage 
of scheduled tribe rural population. It is even more 
than 25 per cent in these areas. in the extreme 
western Rajasthan mainly comprises of Jaisalmer 
and Barmer the percentage scheduled tribe rural 
population. These are mainly in southeast and 
southwest comprise of following district viz Sirohi, 
Jalor, Kota, Chittaurgarh, Rajasmand etc. 
The differences of the above studied rural 
population distribution is conspicuous when 
compared with the scheduled tribe urban 
population distribution which can be described as 
under. There are 62 tehsils, which are scattered in 
the whole Rajasthan mainly in western, central, and 
northwestern Rajasthan have no scheduled tribe 
urban population at all. Besides this in northern and 
central Rajasthan, the scheduled tribe urban 
population is even less than two per cent. The 
moderate urban population tehsils are scattered in 
the whole Rajasthan but mainly they are 
concentrated in eastern and southern parts of the 
state. High concentration of scheduled tribe 
population can be seen in very few tehsils of 
southern and somewhat in eastern parts of the state. 
tehsils of Banswara and Udaipur in southern 
Rajasthan specially had high scheduled tribe urban 
population. 
Conculsion 
The concentration of scheduled caste population is 
mostly found in rural areas. Its proportion is 18.51 
per cent as against of 15.74 per cent in the urban 
area. In the state, the scheduled caste peoples are  
sparsely distributed where: 
i) The spread of general population is 
thin as in the arid terrains of 
Rajasthan 
ii) The resources base of scheduled caste 
is poor in the state. 
iii) There is practical absence of 
scheduled caste people or very less in 
tribal tracts of Rajasthan. 
iv) In Rajasthan there is extremely high 
concentration of scheduled caste 
population in Northern parts of the 
state viz. Bikaner, Ganganagar and 
Hanumangarh. In these districts 
where land holdings are large, 
agriculture is dependent upon 
irrigation and is highly commercial in 
nature 
v) With increasing development 
activities including construction of 
roads and buildings, extension, 
intensification and diversification of 
agriculture growth of market centres 
and development of industries 
different parts of the state the 
scheduled caste population have 
shown some amount of spatial 
mobility. 
The tribal people in India is inhabit in climatic 
zones. They are also living in extreme warm 
climate as in Rajasthan. Rajasthan inhabited by 
9238534 persons of scheduled tribe; they constitute 
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13.48 per cent of the total population. The high 
concentration of scheduled tribe population is 
mainly concentrated in the southern and eastern 
Rajasthan. This is the region where Aravali range 
runs through. So, it can be inferred that the 
scheduled tribes population is mainly in the region 
in the south of Aravali range. The reason for this is 
that the scheduled tribe population wants to retain 
its culture, custom, rites and rituals, they found in 
isolation with the other population.  The area, in 
which tribal population lived generally less 
developed, less industrialized and involved in 
primary economic activities. 
Low concentration of scheduled tribe population 
mainly found in northern and western Rajasthan. 
The northern areas are much better in agriculture 
and in other development as it adjacent to the 
developed state of Punjab Haryana and Delhi. In 
the state, the percentage of scheduled tribe rural 
population to the total rural population is higher 
than the percentage of urban scheduled tribe 
population to the total urban population. The 
reasons for this are somewhat similar, to the 
reasons that we have already discussed. The 
scheduled tribe people are mainly engaged in 
primary activities viz. Food gathering, hunting, 
shifting agriculture etc and these activities are 
generally the economic base of the rural area. 
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